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Full Council Meeting Minutes 	Monday 08th June 2026, 7.30pm start 
	 
MINUTES 
	Whittle-le-Woods Village Hall, Whittle-le-Woods 

	Attendance 
	Cllr Chris Briscoe                       

	 
	Cllr Steve Fogerty                      

	 
	Cllr Phil Holmes                 	   

	 
	Cllr Peter Auwerx                     

	 
		              

	 
	 	Clerking: N Griffiths 

	Meeting opened at 7.30pm
	



1. Apologies – Dedrah Moss, Wendy McDonald, Jamie Halliwell, Wil Yates, and Colin Evans.
Clerk confirmed Cllr Dedrah Moss had resigned as councillor from Whittle Le Woods with immediate effect.
Chair welcomed New Peter Auwerx. Cllr Peter Auwerx was Co Opted onto the council
2. Declarations of interest and dispensation – Cllr Briscoe said he is expecting a payment to be agreed in 5.1.
3. Minutes of previous Council meetings – April and May minutes were signed off at the Parish meeting. Clerk will upload the minutes onto the website.
4. Statutory Business 
4.1 Planning - Consider planning report, approve responses and ratify responses made between meetings or to meet deadlines. 

26/00459/FUL – Proposal: Application for technical details consent for the erection of one detached self-build dwelling pursuant to permission in principle 25/01138/PIP
Location: Land South of 1 Moss Terrace Moss Lane, Whittle le Woods, Chorley, PR6 8AB.
Comment – Greenbelt




LCC/2026/0017– Proposal: Variation of conditions 2 and 4 of permission LCC/2023/0019 relating to a gas bottles storage area and an extension of working hours for waste management operations at the Materials Recovery Facility
Location: Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Dawson Lane, Whittle Le Woods, PR5 7DT
Comment: Needs advice from Health and Safety

26/00485/FULHH – Proposal: Detached double garage
Location: Jones Farm Dawson Lane, Whittle Le Woods, Chorley, PR6 7DT
Comment: Greenbelt land and building and materials to match surrounding area and neighbours to be notified.

26/00487/FULHH – Proposal: Single storey rear extension (Following demolition of a single storey side extension)
Location: 23 Lancashire Drive, Buckshaw Village, Chorley, PR7 7BJ
Comment: Neighbours to be notified and materials to be used to match surrounding area.

5. Financial items 
5.1 Consider and approve expenditures in the circulated report, and any after the agenda, submitted to the meeting  
Resolved: Council approved payments. Clerk and Cllr Fogarty have signed cheques to make some payments.

5.2      Royal Bank of Scotland Update and Unity Bank
Update: Clerk confirmed she is now able to sign cheques along with Cllr Fogarty. All existing Cllr’s have been removed from the account. Cllr Fogarty and Clerk are awaiting access to online banking which can take a further 10 days. Cheques will be countersigned by both Clerk and Cllr Fogarty to pay wages and other outstanding invoices. If Bacs is preferred Cllr Fogarty and clerk will make the payments once access to online banking is granted.

5.3     Internal Audit Findings
Update – Clerk Confirmed the internal auditor explained we should not pay Cllr’s direct, any invoices or payments need to be paid directly through the Whittle le Woods Parish Bank account. This needs to be followed with immediate effect. The internal auditor also advised we should have a Chair budget to fund any expenses required to send a gift etc to members of the parish and community. Cllr’s agreed a £300 chair budget.





5.4     Grants
Update – Cllr’s agreed to give St Chads bowling green a grant on behalf of Whittle le Woods Parish for £300.00. The clerk will contact St Chad’s Bowling Green to confirm and will transfer the money once online banking access has been processed.
Update – Cllr’s agreed to give Buckshaw Festival a grant on behalf of Whittle le Woods Parish for £100.00. The Clerk will contact the organiser of the festival to confirm and will transfer the money once online banking access is processed.
Update: A request for a grant from St Johns Church beehive Mums and Toddler Group has been received. Clerk is going to contact the organiser and gather further information regarding the funding amount required to help and support the group in the future. Clerk will bring the information back to the July Parish Meeting.

5.5     Village Hall Insurance
Update – Cllr’s agreed we need to understand the legalities of the Village Hall and who owns the property and what part of the insurance is for the building. Clerk and Chair will look into this. Cllrs agreed that the village hall is making a profit so could fund their own insurance. Further information will be taken to the next parish meeting in July.

5.6 Pension Fund
Update – Clerk confirmed to all Cllrs that we are due a back pay from Lancashire pension  fund in which we over paid. This will be paid to us in the next 10 working days.

6.        Clerks Update
6.1      Licence progress update for the land for youth/community shelter
Update: The clerk explained to the Cllrs the grant has been agreed, but the wrong amount was sent through as Chorley Council had also agreed to fund two additional benches at the side of the community shelter. The benches are to provide a place to rest for people within the community. An email asking for this to be amended has been sent, however, we have since received a response confirming we can not proceed at the minute or order anything due to a resident’s complaint. 
Cllr Briscoe reported to all Cllrs that a letter had been sent out to residents regarding the youth shelter and no response had been received within the 5-week period since the distribution. But now at a late stage we have been made aware of a resident who is not happy. Cllr Briscoe also explained to New Cllr Auwerx how this project as started and processes Whittle le woods have been through to get this project completed.
Cllr Briscoe confirmed the police are in support of the shelter to offer Whittle le Woods a seating area that can be used by all residents. Clerk confirmed we have already received a small grant from the police to install lighting near the shelter.
The clerk explained the leaflet that ex Cllr Moss had sent to residents trying to obtain votes for Labour may have coincided with this negativity towards the community shelter. 
The Clerk told the Cllrs she had reported Ex Cllr Moss to Chorley Council. A response has been received and details given should we want to take it further.
The Chair proposed we complete a full Planning Application for the community shelter, with already having Permitted development and the lawful development certificate in place.
Cllr Colin Evans reported to the Cllrs that he had spoken to some younger residents of the Whittle le Woods community and they were happy that the community shelter was proceeding advising said it would help everyone including them and provide an area to shelter in times of poor weather.
Cllr Briscoe proposed we contact Laura Murphy at Lancashire police and get their help to progress this project.
The Chair believes we have a licence for the canal basin. The Clerk and Chair will look into this as it may help our project with Community shelter.
The Clerk will continue to chase Bernie Heggarty in the interim to try and get further clarification.

6.2     Defibrillators updated for June – are all checks up to date?
Resolved – Cllrs confirmed all checks are up to date.

6.3     Moss Lane Area for a Defibrillator
Outcome – Clerk explained she had received an email from a resident asking if it was possible to install a defibrillator near the BP Garage in Whittle le woods. She stated there seems to be a large radius gap between defibrillators in that area.

Cllr Briscoe asked what is the cost. Chair replied, anything between £1400-£1500.
Cllr Holmes confirmed, this would be a safe location as it is accessible 24 hours a day.
Cllr Holmes said we would need to look into the maintenance costs for the defibrillator.
Chair said it could go outside the BP Garage. Cllr Briscoe said you will need an electric supply because there is a fan inside. Chair replied that St Chad’s does not have an electric supply to the defibrillator located there.
Chair confirmed he will chat with the owner of the BP Garage and update the Cllrs at the July Parish meeting. 

6.4    Hanging Baskets
Update – Clerk confirmed that she has not ordered the hanging baskets, due to no access to the bank to pay for them. Cllrs agreed it is too late now to order so will look at ordering next year, but will discuss early next year at the parish meeting.






6.5     New Councillor request
Update – Cllr Peter Auwerx was Co-opted back onto the council at the start of the meeting. Cllr Auwerx had previously been a councillor. The council also received a request from Mr Tray Callaway-Trainor a Whittle-le-Woods resident to become a councillor. All Cllrs read the information sent from Mr Callaway-Trainer. Cllrs agreed that we should invite Mr Callaway-Trainor to the next parish council meeting for a pre meeting informal conversation. This would enable the Cllrs to get to know Mr Callaway-Trainor and vice versa. Clerk will contact Mr Callaway-Trainor and invite him to the monthly parish meeting in July.

6.6     Newsletter
Update – Clerk showed the Cllrs an example of a newsletter that she had put together. Clerk explained she had approached the Print Quarter in Chorley to help put the newsletter into a leaflet and explained the cost. The Cllrs were happy with the information provided. Cllr Briscoe asked if the new shield can be used on the Newsletter and all Cllrs agreed. Cllrs want to distribute a newsletter potentially twice a year. The Clerk confirmed she would get costings for the leaflet to be printed from Print Quarter, and the cost from Royal mail to deliver.

6.7     Declaration sign off
Resolved: Clerk Provided Cllrs with a policy for recording meetings, Cllrs agreed to the policy. Cllrs are happy for the meeting to be recorded to support the clerk in her minute writing. Cllrs agreed once the minutes have been agreed at the parish meeting the month after, the minutes can be deleted. Clerk will put the policy on the website.

7. Project Updates from Councillors
Update – Cllr Briscoe confirmed that we can order a new bench for Town Lane as everything has been agreed. Clerk confirmed the she had obtained the licence required and everything is in place. Cllr Briscoe asked the other Cllrs if they would like any other benches anywhere.
Cllr Holmes asked if it would be beneficial to offer a councillor meet up session. Cllr Holmes said he feels it would be beneficial for residents to express any concerns they have in the parish. Cllrs explained that ex Cllr Moss previously did this, but as she has now resigned from the Parish of Whittle-le-Woods it would be good to restart this. Cllr Holmes said he would start to look at venues and costs and bring the information to the next meeting.
Cllr Auwerx said it might be a good idea to visit various venues located within different areas of Whittle-le- Woods so that all residents have access to see the Cllr. This would allow access to residents to avoid them needing to drive.
Cllr Briscoe asked if there was any update on the cars that had been abandoned near the allotment. Clerk confirmed she had not received any response but will chase this matter.





8.     Any Other Business:
8.1    Risk Assessment Signoff
Update: Clerk confirmed the risk assessment had not been completed for nearly 2 -3 years resulting in the policy requiring updates to follow the correct procedures. Clerk will continue to work on this and update councillors at the July Parish Council Meeting.

9.      Matters of Information
Comment – None to report 
10.    Exclusions of Press
It is proposed that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the press and public are excluded from the forthcoming items of business – pursuant to section 1 (2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings)Act 1960 and defined in Paragraph1, Part 1 of Schedule 12A to local Government Act 1972.

10.1       HM Courts Claim update
Update: Ongoing with the HM Claims Court

Chair ended meeting at 9:57pm
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